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MANIFESTO. 
NO VOTES FOR WOMEN. 











Why the nation is opposed to the grant of 
the Parliamentary Vote to Women. 








(2) Because the spheres of men and 
women, owing to nature, are essentially different: 
therefore their part in the management of the State should 
be different. 


(}) Because the complex modern State depends for 
its very existence on naval and military power, diplomacy, 
finance and the great mining, shipping and _ transport 
industries. In none of these can women take 
a practical part or acquire personal knowledge and 
experience. The work of Parliament largely turns on 
questions in which these purely masculine activities are 
involved. 


(c) Because the local government vote and the 
admission of women to County and Borough Councils give 
women the right and power to influence exactly those 
matters in which they have real knowledge and experience. 
These include Education, Housing, Protection of Children, 
Sanitation, Inspection of Food, Workhouse and Asylum 
eontrol and a vast range of useful work. So far women 
have only touched the fringe of this work, and to use their 


2 


powers properly, and extend them in this direction would 
provide ample opportunities for every woman who can spare 
time from her personal and domestic duties. 


(d) Because in social work women often gain 
immensely by being free from party ties or labels. 
They are able to put principle above party in a manner 
which few men are sufficiently detached from party pressure 
to attain. 


(e) Because the male voter alone can be responsible 
for the actions of Government. If war breaks out, 
men alone can fight it out. If laws are 
resisted, men alone can enforce them. 
Governments can only exist, if they have sufficient strength - 
behind them: (1) To resist attack from without; (2) To 
enforce their decrees on a minority within. 


This resisting or enforcing is done in the first instance 
with specially trained men, but should they prove insufficient, 
male citizens are called on to supplement them, and every 
able-bodied male, as a matter of fact, is not only morally but 
legally bound (1) to defend his country in case of need; (2) 
to assist the police in the execution of their duty. Every 
male voter, therefore, is a unit of force, and the combination 
of these units goes to make up the power on which Govern- 
ment rests. To be strictly logical, of course, only able-bodied 
citizens should possess the vote, but the system has grown 
out of practical experience and has been found to work 
sufficiently well. In a democratic country the vote is part 
of the executive power and ought to remain in the hands of 
the sex on which executive responsibility rests, 


(7) Because any proposal to give votes to women 
would result in swamping the male voter and 
making wornen the real rulers of the Empire. Schemes for 
giving votes to a few exceptional women have been put 
forward and rejected. They are not practical politics. The 
chief reason is that any attempt to discriminate between 
women would result in injustices between women and women 
and between class and class. At present all women are on 
the same footing. A vote given on a property or educational 
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or any other fancy basis would give an advantage to the 
better off, and would be deeply resented by the working 
classes. Such a vote is NOT ASKED FOR by any 
large body of suffragists. The Labour Party asks for Adult 
Suffrage—a vote for every man and woman over 21. The 
National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies, of which 
‘Mrs. Fawcett is President, supports Labour Members at 
Elections. The W.S.P.U. asks for Equal Terms for men 
and women. Socialists demand Adult Suffrage. Australia, 
New Zealand and the States of the Union where women 
vote, have all Adult Suffrage. But whereas these countries 
all have more men than women Great Britain and Ireland 
would have 


ONE MILLION MORE WOMEN THAN MEN. 


(g) Because in the interests of Social reform we 
want not more votes, but that the influence of experienced 
and thoughtful people should prevail. Sufferers do not 
always know the best remedy. 


(hk) Because it is not necessary that women should 
vote in order to. obtain the reform of laws that press 
hardly on them. The history of the last 50 years proves 
this, and at the present. time the influence of women is 
far stronger than ever before, owing to the improvement 
in education and organization. Qualified women are 
consulted by legislators, they sit on Royal Commissions, 
and their views are heard on platforms and through the 
press. They help to form public opinion in accordance 
with which all legislation is framed. 


(:) Because the vote would entail the introduction 
into our electorate of millions of inexperienced and often 
indifferent or ignorant voters. We do not hold that 
women are less patriotic than men, but although the 
exceptional woman may take a wider view and have 
greater knowledge than the average man, the average 
woman (with whom he ought to be compared) does not 
have either time, inclination or personal aptitude for 
forming political judgments. In business, trade, workshop, 
Jub or trade union, men «re brought into contact with 
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affairs, and their lives, even among wage earners, haye a 
larger margin of leisure for political interests. The 
indifferent voter, easily swayed, with no political principles 
is the Greatest danger to the State. 


(ck) Because a_ great empire like ours, whose 
Parliament is supreme over millions of subject races, wants 
the strongest and most virile government possible. And 
because the homes of that empire, and the children 
of our race, want all the time, strength and 
genius of our women. This differentiation of duties 
does not imply any inferiority, nor do we count woman’s 
task less important than man’s, but we say that by division 
of tasks the sexes become complementary to each other, and 
not competitive, and that this is the ideal for which to strive 
in the State and in the home. 


Ail men and women who hold these views should join 
the National League for Opposing Woman Suffrage, and 
make a stand against the false ideals and dangerous proposals 
of Suffragism. We appeal to them on the grounds of 


PATRIOTISM 


AND 


COMMON SENSE. 


Join the National League for Opposing Woman Suffrage. 


Headquarters: 515, Caxton House, Westminster. 


Read the “ANTI-SUFFRAGE REVIEW,” 1d. monthly. — 
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